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CONGRATULATIONS 

Imperial Potentate, Bill Bailey First Lady, Debby Bailey 

     Bill Bailey and his wife, Debby, have been happily     
married for 44 years and are extremely proud to have two 
sons, Rob Bailey and Ross Bailey, to follow the family   
tradition of becoming Shriners.   

     Bill was born and raised in Ogden Dunes, Indiana, a 
small lakeside community built on the shores of Lake  
Michigan, where he and Debby currently reside.  Bill      
received his Bachelor of Science degree from the University 
of Evansville in Indiana and is the third generation in his 
family to graduate from the university.  Bill went on to   
receive his Master of Science degree from the University of 
Kentucky. 

   Bill and his father, Robert B. Bailey, Past Imperial       
Potentate of Shriners International in 1995-1996, are only 
the second father and son to serve as Imperial Potentates of 
Shriners International. 

     You can read Bill’s entire bio at: 
www.shrinersinternational.org. 

     Debby attended college at Illinois State University, 
earning a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Special Educa-
tion with a minor in Elementary Education.  In 1977, she 
received her Master of Education degree from Florida 
State University. 

     Debby has taught blind and visually impaired children 
for 33 years, and she has been instrumental in organizing 
support groups for parents of students who are blind or 
visually impaired.  Debby was recognized by the Council 
for Exceptional Children as Indiana’s Teacher of the Year 
in 1983. 

     Debby has been a member of Daughters of the Nile 
since 1986 and a member of the Ladies Oriental Shrine of 
North America since 2019.  

     Debby is looking forward to sharing her program, 
Transforming Lives, which shines a light on children who 
have scoliosis and the treatments that are available for 
this condition.  

     You can read Debby’s entire bio at: 
www.shrinersinternational.org. 
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 Past Potentates and Nobles All:  

          Imperial session went well.  William S. Bailey is the 
new Imperial Potentate.  We managed to get through every 
article of legislation.  A few of the articles were the $20     
increase in per capita which failed to pass; allowing a non-  
Mason to become a Shriner also failed.  Mexico and Brazil 
received their Charters for Temples.  The Mexico temple will 
effect us but, to what extent, I’m not sure at this time.   

     Several of us nobles have been down to the Shrine working 
hard to prepare for our move.  I can’t thank them enough as I 
couldn’t do it without them.  Illustrious Sir, Van Elrod, PP, 
has been working tirelessly on finding us a meeting place and 
a place to store our containers.  Thank you again, Van. 

     The Knights of Columbus have agreed to let us store our 
containers for $100 a month and to hold our Stated Meetings 
at their facility for $150 per month.  We will be requesting a 
dispensation with Imperial to hold our meetings at their     
location. 

     To everyone who has helped with the packing and cleaning 
of Sabbar, I thank you again.  It wouldn’t have been possible 
without the group effort. 

     Fraternally yours, 

Illustrious Sir Toby Thomas, Potentate 

           
 
 
 

Pote’s Notes  gitʻer done in 21 

Most Worshipful Randy Jager 
Grand Master 

Roger Biede, III 
Jr. Grand Deacon 

Eric Dupree 
Sr. Grand Deacon 

Patrick S. Zeck 
Grand Marshal 
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Take a Stroll Down Memory Lane 
     Tucson Shrinedom was born in 1944 
when a group of Shriners met at the Scottish 
Rite Temple to form a Shrine Club to      
function under El Zaribah Temple.  Shortly 
after, a committee was appointed to          
investigate locations for a club building.  The 
property at 2900 E. Broadway was purchased 
and a holding company formed to finance the 
deal.  Stock was sold for part of the money 
and the balance procured by a mortgage at 
the bank. 

     The building was the Old Country Club, 
built in 1912, and served as the Shriner’s 
home for many years with the annual Circus 
and the Tucson Patrol adding color to Shrine 
activities. 

     In 1964 the Southern Arizona Shrine 
Temple Association was formed to unite out 
of town Shriners and El Zaribah members in 
a concentrated drive to bring a Temple to 
Tucson.  With enthusiasm, imagination,    
expert leadership, and titanic labor success 
came, and Sabbar Temple received Dispensa-
tion in July, 1965.  The trial year was passed 
with flying colors and the precious Charter 
presented at San Francisco in 1966.  After 
research in English-Arabic dictionaries at the 
University, the Arabian word Sabbar, mean-
ing cactus, was selected to name the Temple. 

     Never content to stand still, Sabbar Nobles 
then plunged into the work of increasing their 
membership and bank account sufficiently to 
build a new home.  In 1968 the old Broadway 
Club was sold and property was purchased 
for cash at 450 S. Tucson Boulevard, finan-
cial plans perfected, architects retained, and a 
beautiful new Mosque soon came into being. 

     Progress is the motto for Sabbar! 

Publication and Author Unknown 
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Sabbar Shrine Center General Fund 
Jim Hand 

Danny Thomas 

Donations and Remembrances 
From Our Members, Family and Friends 

Sabbar Shrine Center Hospital Transportation Fund 
Dennis & Kathy Varni 

The following donations were made in Memory of Forrest Wood: 
Bruce Fisher & Dorothea Bennet 

Marvin & Ruth Hoffman 
Matie Hudson 

Stephen & Cathryn Lacy 
B. Martin; M. Martin; C. Martin 

Maralyn Turney 
Katy Willins 
Phyllis Wood 

     No doubt some of our members are asking themselves this very question following the sale of our Shrine Center on 
South Tucson Boulevard.  We no longer have a building to go to and how about our activities?  How and when will we 
gather?  Where’s the fun? 

     First off, we are dark for the summer.  Our Divan and members of the relocation committee are working hard to find 
a new suitable location prior to our September meeting.  A location and building size that meets our needs today and into 
the future.  Let’s come up with other alternative activities until such time as we are settled in at a new location.  We still 
have tickets to the zoo.  Remember, a visit to the zoo and lunch after at the park?  We can still do that.  Perhaps, we rent 
a hall or a space and have a summer party?  Send your ideas to the Divan.  Meanwhile, we continue to operate as a 
Shrine Center no matter our location. 

     Most importantly, the required support needed for our Hospitals and Medical Centers as well as the new clinic open-
ing in downtown Los Angeles.  The children are depending on our forever support!  

     I am respectfully requesting your support in keeping Sabbar vibrant by committing to your annual membership.  
Times have changed and will continue to do so.  Let’s gain strength from these challenges.         

     Yours in the Faith,                         

 Illustrious Sir Jerry Shultz, PP  

What’s In It For Me! 



Diplomate of the  

Academy of Clinical Sleep Disorders  

Dentistry 

 

MASONRY MAKES MEN BETTER 

SHRINERS MAKES THE WORLD BETTER 

Chief Rabban 
Nobles: 

     What a busy couple of months at Sabbar!   

     While I was disappointed with the vote of the Knights of Columbus members, I feel certain that all will work out. 

       ■    A committee has been established to do financial planning for the funds we will soon receive. 

 ■   A wonderful party was held as a sendoff for the temple.  A great meal was topped off with dancing and    
karaoke.  It was a fun night that we will have to repeat when we relocate. 

 ■   A very successful rummage sale was held on July 17th &18th  that included kitchen items, furniture and lots 
of miscellaneous items.  Moving fifty years of accumulated stuff to the big room in order to sell was daunting.  Many 
thanks to the dedicated volunteers who got it done.  A sad duty, but hopefully it will lead to a bright future of fun,      
fellowship and service to the kids in our charge. 

      ■   Getting ready and going to my first Imperial Session was an experience I won’t soon forget.  Voting on    
issues that will affect the trajectory the Fraternity takes was fascinating.  Next year I’ll map out the locations of the    
hospitality rooms as early as possible!  Watching the presentations of millions of dollars to the hospitals and to the First 
Lady’s  project fund was amazing!  I did note that there was some extremely redundant legalese which could have been 
eliminated without loss of meaning. 

     It was good to see folks I knew from El Zariba, and Noble Keith and Donell Lozeau (past Divan member of Sabbar 
who had to move to Houston).  Keith and Donell send their best wishes to all at Sabbar. 

     I gained eight pounds in a week!  Hope I do better next year! 

     Yours in the Faith,  

Noble “Dok” Biede, II , Chief Rabban      
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Nobles All: 

     As we have now closed the doors on the building that was the Sabbar Shrine Center, let us remember, that it was a 
building—WE are the Shrine. 

     The first temple was chartered on September 26, 1872 in New York City and during the early part of the 20th century, 
membership grew steadily.  The Shriners experienced one of its largest periods of growth following World War II as 
returning soldiers looked for ways to continue the camaraderie they had experienced among fellow soldiers.  Shriners is 
a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief and truth.  It is up to all of us to 
continue to move forward despite the small bumps in the road, such as we are currently facing concerning the building.   

     We must continue to grow and recruit more brothers.  We must continue making our presence known.  Parades are 
coming up and we must let the world see the resilience and unity of us as Shriners.  Let’s all move forward, keep grind-
ing, let’s be seen at the parades with our little cars, motorcycles, clowns, decorated vehicles and floats! 

     WE are here, WE are united, WE are strong, WE are Shriners and, WE ARE THE SHRINE!          

     Yours in the faith, 

     Noble Art Del Cueto, Assistant Rabban 

Assistant Rabban 
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Burkel’s Bits 
Hi Everyone: 

     By the time you get this issue of the Temple Topics, Sabbar will be homeless—but looking for a place.  If you hear 
of a place, please call the Potentate.  The telephone number will remain the same. 

     The sale of items seemed to go very well.  There was a lot of stuff.  We have a little time to use building #2; and it is 
full!  We have rented space for the contents from the Knights of Columbus.   

     Here’s hoping we have found a new home by the September Stated Meeting.  Stay well and stay safe! 

Noble Bill Burkel, Director of Units and Clubs 

Ladies Kim Thomas, Carla Biede 
and Mayno Wolfe  having a great 
time during the Ladies Luncheon 
during the Imperial Session. 

Lady Mayno Wolfe is pictured with 
NASCAR drivers (l) David Ragan 
and (r) Jesse Little.  Both David and 
Jesse drive the Shriners Hospital 
For Children car.    



Friends of the Temple Topics 
Van Elrod    DEC 2021 

Richard & Ellie Hall   FEB  2022 

Ray & Sharon Adkins   MAY 2022 

David & Rosalin Cohen   JUN 2022 

Raymond & Cathy Cohen  JUN 2022 

Zane & Suzanne Cohen   JUN 2022 

Herbert & Carol Feifer   JUN 2022 

Marvin & Ruth Hoffman  JUN 2022 

Joy Mabee     JUL 2022 

Norma Sebastian   JUL 2022 

Duane & Diane Pinter   OCT  2022 

Ken & Ann Byrum   MAY 2023 

Elliott & Mildred Koeppen  NOV 2023 

Sid & Debbie Leluan   FEB 2025 

Friends of the Temple Topics 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of:  $24.00 

Name: 

Address:  

City, State, Zip: 

 

Please make check payable to: 

“Sabbar Shrine Temple Topics” 

Mail this coupon along with your check to: 

Sabbar Shrine Center 

450 S. Tucson Boulevard 

Tucson, AZ  85716 
 

  Thank you! 
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     Quarterly AmazonSmile donation notification.  Shriners Hospitals for Children, recently received a quarterly    
donation of $28,958.42 thanks to customers shopping at smile.amazon.com. 

     To date, AmazonSmile has donated a total of: 

 •   $316,155.95 to Shriners Hospitals for Children 

 •   $262,635,668.36 to all charities in the United States 

 •   $293,003,584.01 to all charities worldwide 

     Thank you for supporting Shriners Hospitals for Children by shopping at smile.amazon.com.  You can track your 
impact throughout the year at your My.Impact.page. 

     AmazonSmile is also available in the Amazon Shopping app on iPhone and Android phones. 

     This notification reflects donations as of May 31, 2021. 

Old Pueblo 

High Twelve #773 

Meets 2nd and 4th Friday @ 8:30am 

Sabbar Shrine Center 

450 S. Tucson Blvd., Tucson, AZ 

Green Valley 

High Twelve #505 

Meets 1st and 3rd Monday @ 12:00pm 

Triple Play 

1570 W. Duval Mine Rd., Green Valley, AZ 

Cochise County 

High Twelve #703 

Meets 2nd Friday @ 5pm 

Manda Le Restaurant 

3455 Canyon de Flores., Sierra Vista, AZ 

Tucson 

High Twelve #523 

Meets Every Thursday @ 8am 

International House of Pancakes 

4187 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson, AZ 
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Oriental Guide 
Hello Nobles and Ladies: 

     I don’t have a lot to write for this month as we are dark.  We did have some productive days/evenings getting ready 
for the rummage sale and packing other things for storage.   

     The Goodbye Bash was a lot of fun.  There was great food and even better fellowship.  Thanks to all who helped set it 
up and make it happen, as well as those who attended.  It was bittersweet for all, as there are many great memories in the 
building.  I am sure wherever the future takes us, we will continue to thrive. 

     I know everyone is very sad to be leaving the building we have come to call home for Sabbar, but remember, the 
Shrine is not a building, it is the membership and brotherhood/sisterhood we all share, and we still have that!  Let’s look 
to the future and make the best of whatever comes our way.  I know we will be successful wherever we land!  

     I wish everyone a great summer and God Bless you all.           

In faith,  

    Noble Jim Pokorny, Oriental Guide   

 SEPTEMBER TEMPLE TOPICS 

8/20/21  

DEADLINE 

 

Silver Wings 

William & Jeanne Sisco 

September 11 

October 17 

Vail 

Helldeorado Days (Tombstone) 

2021 Parades  



DELTA INSURANCE AGENCY LTD 

Bob Garn 
Bob@DeltaInsAgency.com 

520-399-2828 

• Personal • 
Antique Autos 

Automobile 

Boats 

Homeowners 

Jewelry 

Motorcycles 

Motorhomes 

Umbrella 

And More . . . 

• Commercial • 
Autos/Trucks 

Building 

Contents 

Cyber Liability 

Directors & Officers 

General Liability 

Property 

Workers’ Comp 

And More . . . 

• Bonds • 

Conservator 

License 

Notary 

Title 

And More . . . 

■  Need Pet Insurance?  We Have It! 

■  Going to Mexico?  We Write Insurance For Mexico! 

Insurance With A  Personal Touch 
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September 

STATED MEETING 

September 13, 2021 —  7:00pm 

For the Purpose of Old and New Business 

Your Attendance is Urgently Requested 

WEAR YOUR FEZ — DOOR WILL BE TILED 

Yours in the Faith, 

Illustrious Sir Toby Thomas, Potentate 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE  

NOBILITY OF SABBAR SHRINE 

Members of the Blue Angels 
and their Ladies celebrating 
the July 4th holiday on Mt. 
Lemmon. 

 

https://webfez.shrinenet.org/referral
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Memorial Day Parade—Tucson Estates 

PARADES ARE A FAMILY AFFAIR 

COME JOIN US! 
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Goodbye 

Bash 

June 12, 2021 

 



SABBAR SHRINE  

P.O.  BOX 87383  

TUCSON,  AZ   85754  

 

     Temple Topics is 
published monthly to 
inform our Nobles, their 
Ladies and our extended 
Masonic family of events 
and news happening at 
Sabbar Shrine Center. 

     This publication is 
directed towards the 
interests of Sabbar Shrine 
Center Nobility, Shriners 
International, Masonic 
Fraternity and affiliated 
orders. The opinions and 
statements expressed 
herein do not necessarily 
reflect the policies of  
Sabbar Shrine Center nor 
of the Imperial Council of 
the Shriners International. 

     Reporters and 
Photographers are 
appointed representatives 
of each club or unit.  All 
Nobles are invited to 
submit articles and photos 
for publication.  These 
articles will be used at the 
discretion of Temple 
Topics Staff and with 
space permitting. 

     Due dates for articles 
and pictures will be 
published each month. 
Submissions should be 
sent via email  to:  

editor@sabbarshriners.org 

 

Managing Editor 

   Illustrious Sir            
Toby Thomas, Potentate  

Editor / Designer 

Peggy Atchley 

Facebook / Website 

Noble Roger Biede, III 

 

Sabbar Shrine 

P.O. Box 87383 

Tucson, AZ 85754 

Business Office 

(520) 624-2509 

 


